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Cover: The last legal hanging in Pulaski County occurred in 1905.
Elias Smith was convicted of murdering James Smith (no relation)
near Dixon. He was sentenced to hang by the neck until dead.
Hangings were public events in those days, to be carried out in
the county seat on the town square. The law stipulated that a
fence be built around the gallows to shield the eyes of the fairer
sex and children. Jurors (all men) and other witnesses to the gris-
ly event were allowed inside the fence. Across the street stood the
Black Hotel (now the Old Stagecoach Stop). Its second story
porch offered a view over that troublesome fence.

The story comes down to us that townspeople and visitors
beseeched Eliza Black, proprietress of the Black Hotel, to allow
them to stand on the veranda. Being a good businesswomen, Mrs.
Black sensed an opportunity to make a dollar or two. She, along 
with her daughter, Amanda, and the maid, Cora Yeakley, sold
standing room spaces on the balcony.  Just as Mr. Smith was
about to be executed, a group of rowdies pushed up the stairs,
demanding some room. A fight broke out and the crowd turned
around to see the fisticuffs. They missed the hanging.

Spectators on the Veranda
Front row (l-r): Terry Primas, Anna-Maria Reigle, Billy Aistrope,
Lulie Aistrope, Railen Aistrope, Jan Primas, Paige Hardman, Luge
Hardman, Laney Blau, Jenna Wong, Elizabeth Salley, Beth Keith,
Richard Bolduc.
Second row (l-r): Marge Scott, Harry Reigle, Paul Hardman (par-
tially hidden), Stephanie Nutt, Scott Keith, Joy Bolduc, and
Phillip Bolduc.
Cover photograph by Rebecca Salley.

From the Editors:
Welcome to the 2005 edition of the Old Settlers Gazette. This is our
second year of publication. Although we are hardly old hands at
the task, the Old Stagecoach Foundation Board Members felt more
comfortable with the challenge this year.

We wish to thank the contributing authors to this issue: John
Bradbury, Dan Slais, Sherry Wells Ernst,  Jewell Wells Nelson, and
Marilyn Roberts. Their special knowledge and fine writing bring
breadth to this issue.

We also want to express our appreciation to the advertisers. Their
advertisements pay for the publication of this 60 page tabloid and
allow us to give it away. We hope you will patronize the businesses
and compliment the individuals. Their participation indicates an
interest in our local heritage and support of the Foundation’s effort
to share some of that history.
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